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Abstract:

The is study examines the complex relationship between forensic psychiatry and criminal law,
focusing on the impact of schizophrenia as a severe psychotic disorder on the core pillars of an
offender's criminal responsibility (perception and free will) under Algerian and comparative
French law. The central problem explores the adequacy of the current Algerian legal framework
(Article 47 of the Penal Code) in accommodating the fluctuating clinical phases of schizophrenia
and temporary remission periods, compared to the functional flexibility adopted by the French
legislature. To address this issue, the study relies on a descriptive-analytical method to
conceptualize medical and legal frameworks, alongside a comparative approach to derive modern

legislative solutions.

The study concluded with several key findings, most notably that acute schizophrenic episodes
lead to the total abolition of comprehension and the absolute seizure of volitional control due to
commanding auditory hallucinations and overwhelming delusions, thereby dismantling the mental
element of the crime. Furthermore, the research highlighted the revolutionary role of "digital
phenotyping" techniques and digital behavioral footprints in resolving the dilemma of
retrospective diagnosis and verifying the co-occurrence of the mental disorder at the exact moment

of the offense.

In contrast, the study identified a rigid binary approach to criminal responsibility in Article 47 of
the Algerian Penal Code, noting a significant legal vacuum regarding the offender's "prior

voluntary fault" in deliberately triggering a psychotic episode through substance abuse, unlike



the French legislative amendments of 2022. The thesis concludes with vital recommendations,
primarily urging the amendment of Article 47 to introduce the concept of "diminished
responsibility," mandates collective forensic expertise, and develops specialized therapeutic

judicial detention institutions to enforce social defense theory.

Keywords: Schizophrenia, Criminal Responsibility, Article 47, Perception, Will, Prior Fault,
Digital Phenotyping.
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