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Abstract :

Causes of crime are attributed to multiple factors among which psychological and mental
disorders are considered some of the most serious influences on criminal behavior, as they cause
disturbances in an individual’s perception and will.

Psychological and mental disorders have established themselves as one of the most complex
issues in criminal law, due to the difficulty they raise in distinguishing between a crime resulting from
a conscious will and a crime linked to a psychological or mental disorder that deprives the offender of
the ability to perceive or control their behavior.

Criminal responsibility requires the existence of both awareness and will at the time the offense
is committed , However, a disturbance in mental health may lead to the exclusion or reduction of
criminal responsibility depending on the degree of its impact. This makes determining the mental and
psychological state of the accused a highly delicate matter, involving both legal and medical
considerations.

The development of medical and psychological sciences has led to a reconsideration of the
traditional foundations of criminal responsibility by strengthening the role of medical expertise in
revealing the reality of mental and psychological disorders and determining their legal effect. This
issue also raises questions regarding the definition of insanity in Algerian legislation, the conditions
for its establishment, and the extent to which courts rely on medical expertise in assessing the
psychological and mental condition of the accused. Algerian legislator has mainly focused on insanity
as a cause of criminal irresponsibility without expanding the regulation of other psychological and
mental disorders, leaving a fundamental role to the judiciary and medical expertise in assessing the
offender’s mental condition and determining its legal consequences.

The study also highlights the key role of the criminal judge in achieving a balance between
protecting society and ensuring the rights of mentally ill persons, through the assessment of medical
expertise and the application of appropriate security measures, particularly hospitalization in
psychiatric institutions or subjecting the offender to therapeutic measures instead of traditional
penalties. Drug addiction is one of the causes leading to mental disorders that may reach the level of
insanity, which has prompted the legislator to introduce special therapeutic measures for this category.

key words: Keywords: psychological and Mental disorders,criminal Behavior,Criminal Responsibility,awareness and
Will,medical expertise,insanity,the criminal judge,securtiy measures.




