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Abstract

The Algerian legislator has adopted an integrated national strategy to combat
customs smuggling, based on balancing preventive and regulatory measures on
the one hand, and procedural and punitive measures on the other, with the aim
of protecting the national economy and public security. Institutionally, this
strategy is embodied in the establishment of the National Office for the Fight
against Smuggling, which is entrusted with central coordination and information
gathering, alongside local committees responsible for field operations and the

exchange of operational information at the provincial level.

At the procedural level, the law grants the Customs Administration broad
exceptional powers proportionate to the specific nature of customs offenses.
These powers include special investigative measures such as the right to
examine documents, search residences, and detain suspects. Customs reports,
whether seizure reports or inspection reports, constitute the primary means of
proof and enjoy strong evidentiary value before judicial authorities, provided that

specific formal and substantive conditions are met.

From a judicial and penal perspective, the legislator established a system

whereby two separate actions arise from the offense of smuggling: a public action



aimed at imposing criminal penalties, and a fiscal action intended to recover
financial duties and confiscations, with the possibility of extinguishing the latter
through special mechanisms such as customs settlement. The punitive policy is
characterized by considerable severity, as the scope of liability has been
extended to include accomplices and legal entities. Furthermore, the legislator
adopted a penal system combining financial fines linked to the value of the
smuggled goods with custodial penalties that may reach life imprisonment in
serious cases, in addition to administrative and supplementary measures such

as mandatory confiscation and withdrawal of commercial registration.
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