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Abstract

An appeal in cassation in criminal matters is considered an exceptional method of
litigation through which the Supreme Court exercises its supervision over final judicial
judgments and decisions. Its role is limited to examining the conformity of such decisions
with the law, without delving into the assessment of facts or reconsidering evidence. The
admissibility of the appeal depends on compliance with a set of essential procedural
requirements, foremost among them filing the appeal within the legal time limit of eight days
from the date of the judgment or its notification, depending on the case, followed by the
submission of a memorandum of appeal in cassation signed by a lawyer accredited before the
Supreme Court, failing which the appeal shall be declared procedurally inadmissible. As for
the merits, the Algerian legislator has restricted the exercise of this right by requiring that the
appeal be based on one of the legal grounds provided for in Article 656 of the Code of

Criminal Procedure.

The effects of an appeal in cassation also extend to the suspension of the execution of
custodial sentences and fines, except in cases expressly excluded by the Algerian legislator
through special provisions. Proceedings before the Supreme Court conclude either with a
decision rejecting the appeal or with the quashing of the challenged decision and the referral
of the dispute to the competent court for reconsideration by a differently constituted panel.
This mechanism therefore constitutes the highest legal safeguard for correcting judicial errors
and ensuring the principle of a fair trial.

Keywords

Appeal by way of cassation — Grounds for appeal — Sustaining effect — Transferring effect —
Inadmissibility — Rejection on the merits — Reversal of the decision — Annulment of the

decision — Referral — Inadmissibility.
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