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Abstract:

Fingerprints are considered one of the most important modern scientific
methods used in the field of criminal evidence due to their accuracy and
uniqueness in detecting crimes and identifying offenders. A fingerprint is regarded
as a distinctive mark that differentiates each individual from another, whether it is
a fingerprint, DNA profile, or other biological and technological prints. Scientific
and technological developments have greatly enhanced the role of fingerprints in
criminal investigations, making them a strong piece of evidence relied upon by
judicial authorities in forming judicial conviction.

The importance of fingerprints lies in their ability to link the offender to the crime
scene, as they can be extracted from various physical evidence found at the scene
and then compared with databases or suspects’ samples. Fingerprints are also
characterized by their permanence over time, especially fingerprints, which gives
them a high evidentiary value compared to some traditional forms of evidence.
However, the evidentiary value of fingerprints in criminal proof is not absolute;
rather, it is subject to a number of legal and procedural safeguards. These include
the proper collection and analysis of fingerprints, respect for defense rights, and
the requirement that examinations be conducted by qualified experts. Furthermore,
the criminal judge has discretionary authority to evaluate this evidence alongside
other evidence presented before the court, in accordance with the principle of
personal conviction.

Although legislations and legal scholars differ regarding the sufficiency of
fingerprints alone for conviction, the prevailing view considers them a strong
scientific evidence whenever the conditions of validity and proper procedures are
met, especially with the significant advancement in forensic sciences.
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